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ABSTRACT . ^ 

This paper presents a survey of the nuaber of aethers 
with children under age 17 nho. were in *the work force in 1976, The , 
paper surv*ey SI various factors which influence th^se statistics: age 
of children, socioeconoaic factors, ethnic and racial 
characteristics, faaily size^, family incoae and the availability of 
child care services. The statistics for \91€ are coapared to data 
froa previous years. Tables ar^ provided to illustrate the sta,tistics 
presented in thfe paper. (BO) 
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Almost half of all children 
have mothers in jt^e 
liiboi- force 



Ally£on Sherman Grossman 

The proportion of children whose n:otheffs are in 
■the labor force has grown stea^ly sinc©^ 1970,. in- 
creasing, on average, more than one /percentage 
point per^year. In March 1976, nearly 4j6 percent of 
the children under age 18 had m9ther&/in the work 
force, ujf from 44 percent^in March /l975 and 39 
percent in March 1970. Among pres<4jool-age chil- 
dren, the proportion^ whos^ mothers^ work or look 
for work has also increased, rising/from 29 to 37 
percent during the 6-year periods / 
^ As a result of the particularly- sharp drop in the 
birth rate since 1970, the number of children in 
families has declined by 6 percent to 61.7 million 
(table 1). At the sa^ie^time, the number of children' 
with working mothers has risen by 10 percent to 
28.2 million, reflecting, in part^ the steady^'long- 
term increase in the labor fotce participation rate of 
%iarned women' with young children. The growing, 
incidence of marital disruption also has been impor- 
tant, because divdrced mothers have higher labor 
force participation rates th^n otlier women with 
children. ' - . 

The increase in divorce^d sei^aration ha^ h^d a 
significant impact on fanlily composition; mpre , 
children than ever before are nop living with a sin- 
gle parent. In March 1.970, nearly 9 of 10 children 
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liv^ with both of their parents, but by March 
1976, tfiis~ratio dropped to slightly more than 8 of 
10, with black children far mqp likely than whites 
to be in single- parent families (44 versus 12 per- 
cent). Of the 14.5 million mothers* working of scdc- 
ing "work i^i 1976, 2.9 million headed th^r ow^ 
families.2 - ' 

Whether -in op$- or two-parijnt fairiilies, the older 
the children, the niore apt their tnothers were to be 
in the labor force. Among all children in husband-^ 
wife families, '35 percent of-preschoblers had work- 
ing mothers compared with 46 percent of cVudren 6 
to 13 years old and 53 perc^of children 14fo 17 
years old. These proportions were substantially 
.greater for children in families headed' by women 

(table 2). • \ . ' 

* . " *■ 

Socioeconomic characteristics ^ 

At every age level, a smaller proportion of white 
than black children in husband-wife famili^ had 
working mothers. In families headed by women» 
however, white children were much more* likely to 
have a working mother than black children (table 
3). More detailed data available for the first time 
reveal that in 1976, 7.5 percent of all children under 
18 years old were in families of Spanish origin. 
However, SpanishK)rigin mothers were somewhat 
less likely to be in the labor force than other moth- 
ers. Thus, 38 perccttt of the children in these fami- 
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lies had a working mother compared .with. 45 per- . 
cent of((he white children and 53 percent of the 
black children. 

Regardless of race, ethnic origin, or family type, 
children^ whose mothers were in the labor force 
were in families with considerably higher income, 
on average,*'than were' children^ whose mothers were 
not in the labor force. For all husband-wife families 
wit]ji children, radian income in 1975 was $17,200 
if the mother worked compared with $14,300 if she 
did not. 5 • ' K ^ ' 

White children, on average, were in-families with ' 
higher income than were black children. Among 
white children with both parents present, median 
family incom^ was about $17,600 i/ tlie raothe; was 
'in th^: labor force and $14,800 if she, was not.^CoK- 
resppndmg medians among black families with chil- 
dren were about $14,500 and $8,900 ^ * y 

The economic benefits manj( mothers are abl^ to 
provide their children by means of paid employ- 
ment can represent a major share of their Q^f- 
spnrtgs* support.^ In March 1976, 23 percent (14.3 
million) of all children were in families m which the 
father was .a^eni (9.4 million), unemployed!* (2^4"- 
million), or no^ in the Tabor force (2.4 million) 



More than half of all black children were living ifi 
one of these situations as >llere nearly one-fifth of all 
white children. Over the year, the total number of ' 
children in these circumstances did notxhange, al- 
though the'qumber whose fathers w^re -unemployed 
declined while the number whose fathers were not 
in the labor force gr^ 

•Jn each of the above circumstances, children were - 
better off tn terms of family income if their mothers ' 
were jn the labor force. For such children, median^ * ^ 
family income in 1975 ranged from $11,400 when— 
the father was*unem ployed to $10,600 when t)ie fa- 
ther was ou^ ok the labor forc^ and dropp)ed to, 
$7,100 when ftie family head was a working , ^ 
woman. When the pother , was pot in the labor - 
force, corresponding medians were $9,500, $6,500, 
arid$3;90O. 

' * \ 
Family $ize shrinking 

From 1976 to 1976, the average number of chil- ' 
dren in families with children dropp)^d from 2.29 to 
2.05 for husband-wife families and from 2.29 to 
2.03 for those headed by women. As in previous' 
^*yea?s, there were fewer children, on average, in fam- 
^ ilies with working mothers than in those in which 



Table 1 Children under 18 years old, by agtu^ce, type of family, and labor force stilus of mother, March 1970, March 1975, 
March T975 revised, and March 1 976 * i • 
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the mother was nbt m the labor force. 

The reduction, in Average family size is a direct 
reflection- of the declining birth rate. In 1970, there 
^ \yere 18.2 births per 1,000 persons in the population 
and 87.9. births per 1,000 women 15 to 44 years of 
age, ''the prime ehildbearing ages. By 1975, these 
-birth and* fertility rates had dropped te the' lowest 
.level* ever recorded, 14.8 and^6i6.7, respectively,* 
aod provisional statistics for the first H) months of 
197|^ indicate that the birth rate had .dropped fur- 
ther to 14.7 and the fertilifyvrate to 65.7.5 

Evidence from* a recent study indicates that 
young wivesaoday expect to have far fewer children 
thaii did their mothers and grandmothers and that' 
birth expectations are related to a woman's labor 
force status.6 In 1975. youn^ women (18 to 24 years 
of age) reported the average number of births they, 
expected to have during their lifetimes as^bout,two 



T»«« 2. Children und«f 18 years okl, by age, typ« of family, 
•rtd emptoymant status of parents, March 1 976 

(Ngmbers m thousands] 
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(2.2 'cfn average), compared with nearly three (2.9) 
for women the same ages in 1967. The percentage 
* of womep whq expected to have no more than two 
children rose frpm 44 in M 967, to 64 in. 1-971, and 74 
in 1975. Eurthermore, mothers who wopk or look 
for work expect to bear fewer children, The^ollow- 
ing tabulation shows the average numbefr of births 
and expected births per 1,000 wives in three age 
groups as of June 1975:^ \ 



ERJC 



Wives age 18 to 24 
ft labor force 
.Not in labor force 

Wives age 25 to 29 
In labor /orcc 
Not in labor force 

Wives age 30 f(r39. 
In labor force 
Not in labor force 



Births 
to date 

511 
1.205 

K225 
1.966 

*2,518 
2,889 



Adkmonal 
births expected 

1.551 
1.099 

829 

^ 503 

116 
. 112 



Total births 
exacted 

2.062 
2.304 



2.054 
2.469 

2,634 
3.000 



Table 3 Children under 18 years old and median family 
Incocne in 1975. by age, type of family, labor force status of 
mother, race, and Spanish origin, March 1976 
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Child care * 

Althod^h a substantial! amount of data is aivail- 
. able on the social- and, economic charactenslics of 
children with mpthers in ihe labor force, little is 
knowQ abou^c.thf current detnand for and supply* of 
.chilcj care services and' facilities Of the few recent 
^ child car^ studies -undertaken, « a survey of cjaytime 
care of children 3 to 13 years olcj in October 1974 
y^^^d ^ebruar/ 1975'* revealed-that among children 
of women who were employed ftill time, 54 percent 
of older children (7 to 13 years old) compared with 
41 percent of younger childrcp ^3 to 6 years old) 
were usually e^ared for by a parent when they were 
nptrin school. 

f • / * ' ^ . 

If care by a parent was not fe^rsible, other ar- 
rangements wer6 made. Equal ^oportiqns (about 
17 percent) of school age chiUrcn ^cither cared for 
themselves after school or were cared forMn tlicir 



own J>^me by someone else. However^ytiunger chil- 
dren were most often .takeh to sorpcdhe else's home. 

* Organized day cage centers ^^ere used infrequently. 
Only 6 percent of the younger children and 1 per-. 
c«it of the older children were cared for in this type 
oTVtting.' ^* < 

/ ' Although the effects of increased av^labijity of 

. child care facilities ,on the labor force participation 
of mothers remain uncertain, newly enacted tax leg- 
islation may provide some' impetus for mothers to 

.^join the work force. Under the provisions of the 
Tax Refoni)* Att of 1976,»o parents who meet the 
established criteria will receive a tax tredit of 20 
pircent of theii* child caje expenses (to a limit of 
$400 ^or 1 child and $800 for 2 or more). Unlike 
previous years, no income' limit is in effect. This 
change may provide an addition^ incentive for 
s6me women with young children to remain in or 
enter the labor force. • > □ 



FOOTNOTES- 



' Unless mhcrwisc indicated, ihcse^iylings arc from the annual sur- 
vey of mantAl and family characicnsiics of workcn m the population 
46 years old and over The iopfty was conducted jn M*rch 4976 for 
lh& Bureau of Labor Sutisttcs by the Bureair of the Cens'viS For an 
analy^s of previous dau, seclElizabeth WaJdman, "Children of work- 
ing mothers. March 1974.*' Monthly Labor Meview, )»DliMry 1975. pp 
64-67 'Additional tabular tnformatiOQ on tins subject will appear tn a 
lorttjcommg Speaal Labor Force Report Estimates based on a sample, 
such as those shown m the tables, may vary considerably 'from resyltJ 

' obtained by a complete count m cases where the- numbers shown. are 
small Therefore, differences between^ -small numbers or perccnts based 
on them may not be significani For more information, see Howard 
Ha^ghe, "Mantal and family characteristics of wprkcrs, Mvch 1975," 
Monthly Labor Review, November 1975. pp 52' 56. rcpnnted with ad- 

^ ditional tabular data and an explanatory note as Speaal Labor Force 
Report 183 ^ 

Because of recently mtrocfuced refinements in the computer process- 
ing' of the sample results, data for March 1 976 are not sti^ctly compa* 

* rable to pj^eviously published data In order to evaltutc tbe overall hn- 
pact of the new procedures cm the mantal and family data obtained 
/roit^he Current Population Survey, the data' from the March 1975 
survey wer^ processed again, using the. new 1976 procedures Thus, a 
"bridge year" comparison between results from the previous and re- 
vised procedures is provid«d (tabl^ 1) 

/ ^ Data exclude a' small number of subfamilies <A subfamily is a mar* 
nc^ couple with or without children, or one parent with one c^'more 
single children under age 18. Imng \n a household and related to. but 
not including, the head of the household or his wife 



' Income is reported for 1 975. labor force status it for*M^jch 1 976 ^ 

* "Advance Report Fmal Nitality Sutistics. 1975,*' Monthly Vital 
Statistics Report, (HRA) 77.1120. Department of Health. Education, 
and Welfare. Nauonal Center for Health Statistics. December 1976 

' "Births., Mamages. Divorces, and Deaths for Octt»bcr 1976," 
Monthly VitaJ Statistics Report 

Fertility of American Women June 1975 Current Population Re- 
'ports. Scnes P-ZO. No 301. ^reau of the Census. 1976 *' 

» ' Fentlity of American Women, p 25 

*5o;ne cucrent studies on child care are Jack Qetmor^and W R 
Prosser. A Study of Day Care's Effect on' the Labpr Force Pa^icipation 
of'Lb^ Income A/o/A/rr (Washingtooj D C . Office of Economic Oppor* 
tunity. Office of Plannmg. Research, and Evaluation. 1973). ^r Levi- 
lAn and Karen Oeary^ Aldtmun. Child Care and ABC's Too 
•(Baltimore. The Johns Hopkins University Press. 1^75), Richard L 
Shofthdge, Jr , "Patterns of Childcare Utilization Among Women With 
Preschool Children." Oual Careen. Vol 4, R A D Monograph 21(U S > 
Department of Labor. Employment and ' Training Administration. 
1976),' pp 119-39.* and The Hypothetical Labor M<^ket Response 
Black and White Women to National' Program of Fkte Day Care. un» 
published . * \ ^ . 

♦ Daytime Care of Children October 1974 and February 1975. Cur- 
rent Population Reports. Series P-20. No 298. BureaU'of the Census. 
1976 ' . * , 

* 4 

'0 Public law 94-455 , ' . 
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Bureau of Labor Stat^tics 
Regional Offices 

« « 

* • 




Regron I 

1603 JFK Fr^.^orai eudomg 

' Boston Mass 02203 
Pl^fjnf. fi7 223-6761 

'Region II , \ 

Suite 3400 

1515 Broa^lwa/ ' 
H^^t4 Ifr^rk N Y 10036 
Phon*' 212 399-5405 

Region Hi ^ . 

3535 Markf r Sf'fet, 
f O f^o^ 13309 
Ph'fa^K'iphia -Pa 19101 
Phonp 215 596-1154 



Region IV 

1071 Peachtree Street NE 
Atlanta Ga 30309 
Phone '404 881*441^ 

Region V 

9th Floor 

Federal Office Building 
230 S Dearborn Street 
Chicago in 60604 
Phone '312' 353-1880 

Region VI 

Second Fiooh' ' 
555 GTiffirv Square Building 
Dallas Tox 75202 
Phone ' 214 749-3516 



Regions Vll and VIII* 

911 Walnut Street 
* Kansas City Mo ^64106 
Phone :816j 374-2461 

RegK)ns1X and X** 

450 Golden Gate Avenue 
Box 36017 
. San Frapcisco Calif 94102' 
Phone i415- 556-4678 

•Regions VII and yitl are serviced 

dy Kansas City 
**Regions IX and X are serviced 

by San Francisco ^ " \ 
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